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I am proud to represent North Caro-
lina and proud of the Carolina Hurri-
canes.

———

TRIBUTE TO THOSE WHO PUT OUT
WILDFIRES

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, as sum-
mer days get longer and hotter, the
risk of forest fires continues to in-
crease. Just last week a 1,500-acre wild-
fire burned in Pioche, Nevada. Dedi-
cated firefighters kept the blaze from
the small Nevada town, located about
190 miles north of Las Vegas.

Today I would like to echo the senti-
ments expressed by Lincoln County
Sheriff’s Sergeant John Wilcock. He
said, “‘If it hadn’t been for the quick re-
sponse by volunteer firefighters and
the BLM, the town could have been
gone.”

Thank you to all of our Nation’s fire-
fighters who risk their own lives every
day to save the homes and lives of oth-
ers. As a proud resident and Represent-
ative of a Western State, I know first-
hand the unique challenges our fire-
fighters face in preventing and putting
out wildfires. Nevadans value your
work, your commitment and your her-
oism.

———

ENRON CORPORATION RUN FOR
FUN AND PROFIT OF TOP EX-
ECUTIVES

(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, as Americans picked up
their newspapers this morning, they
once again learned that the Enron Cor-
poration was run for the fun and profit
of its top executives, not for the ben-
efit of the energy market, and cer-
tainly not for most of its employees.

In the year that Enron was failing
and heading toward bankruptcy, 140 of
its top executives took out almost $800
million in bonuses; $800 million, which
is about the same amount as its 20,000
employees lost in their 401(k) retire-
ment plans; $800 million that those
people will not have for retirement, but
which these 100 executives will have for
the rest of their lives.

As the Republicans talk about
privatizing the Social Security system
and insisting that everybody go into
the equity markets with their own lit-
tle account, they had better under-
stand that corporate America is not
running this system for the benefit of
the shareholders. Corporate America is
not running the system for the benefit
of the corporations. They are running
it for the benefit of the executives,
those executives that took out $800
million on the eve of the bankruptcy at
Enron Corporation.
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SENIORS NEED DRUG BENEFIT
NOW

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, Americans have sent a clear
message to Congress: Seniors need a
prescription drug benefit now. We can
no longer rely on rhetoric and empty
promises. We must take action now to
make sure that seniors receive help.

Now, thanks to the leadership of Re-
publicans, we have a prescription drug
benefit plan that not only provides for
a long-term permanent benefit, but
also makes sure that relief is given
now in the short term.

This is a plan that does not discrimi-
nate between different groups of sen-
iors, as everyone should have access to
the prescription drug if they choose to
use it. And the most important part of
this plan is that it provides options. We
will give seniors real choices to make
sure they get a plan that best suits
their individual needs.

Many on the other side of the aisle
want to make this a partisan issue.
They offer up plans that have no basis
in reality, calling for a $800 billion pro-
gram with no way to fund it. This is
politics as usual, rhetoric with no re-
sults.

The Republican prescription drug
benefit is a responsible and realistic
plan, and we can get it to our seniors
now.

————

PROVIDING SENIORS PRESCRIP-

TIONS AT AN AFFORDABLE
PRICE
(Mr. MENENDEZ asked and was

given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, they
built this Nation, raised their families
and fought for our freedom, so no sen-
ior in this country, not a single one,
should be without the prescription
drugs they need to stay healthy.

Every senior deserves access to the
prescriptions they need at an afford-
able price. We do that in our plan. Re-
publicans do not. That is what we
Democrats are fighting for.

If we controlled the House, we would
pass a bill to cover all seniors, not just
some, but all seniors today. In fact, we
would have passed a bill years ago, but
almost 8 years after Republicans took
control of the House, they still refuse
to give all seniors the coverage they
deserve.

Why is that? The sad truth is that
Republicans would rather protect 100
percent of their special interest friends
and leave millions of seniors without
the coverage they need, and that is a
sorry, inexcusable disgrace.

Let us have what Democrats are pro-
posing. Let us have a vote on this floor
for a universal, affordable, voluntary
prescription drug program for Amer-
ica’s seniors.

H3613

MEDICARE PRESCRIPTION DRUG
BENEFIT AND DISCOUNT ACT

(Mr. DAVIS of Illinois asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
the House Democratic prescription
drug proposal is a real one. It provides
a solid $2b-a-month premium cost, a
$100-a-year deductible, coinsurance.
Beneficiaries pay 20 percent, Medicare
pays 80 percent, an out-of-pocket limit
of $2,000 per year per beneficiary, and
low-income beneficiaries with incomes
of 150 percent of poverty will pay abso-
lutely nothing.

This is a real plan, a plan that bene-
fits all of the people. Let us pass it.

———

BRING KIDNAPPED AMERICAN
CHILDREN HOME

(Mr. LAMPSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I have
taken to this floor every day now this
year to come here to remind the Amer-
ican citizens of Ludwig Koons, who was
abducted from the United States of
America in 1994. He is now, I think, 9
years old, and he is still a citizen of the
United States who is illegally out of
our country.

I placed a phone call to our Secretary
of State. A staff person called me back.
I placed a phone call to the Ambas-
sador to the United States from the
Vatican. They have not even bothered
to return my phone call. I have placed
a phone call, many phone calls, I might
add, to all of these people, including
the Ambassador of Italy to the United
States. I have talked with him, yet
nothing yet seems to be moving.

The issue is not about Ludwig Koons,
it is about the 1,000 children who are
taken out of our borders each year ille-
gally. They are all citizens of this
country and pledge allegiance to our
flag.

Where is our government? Why are
we not turning to those children and
doing anything, anything, necessary to
return them to our land? Bring our
children home.

———————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CULBERSON). Pursuant to clause 8 of
rule XX, the Chair will postpone fur-
ther proceedings today on each motion
to suspend the rules on which a re-
corded vote or the yeas and nays are
ordered, or on which the vote is ob-
jected to under clause 6 of rule XX.

Any record votes on postponed ques-
tions will be taken after debate has
concluded on all motions to suspend
the rules.

CODE TALKERS RECOGNITION ACT

Mr. LUCAS of Oklahoma. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
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